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= «s Apologeticall Narration of our Reverend 
and deare Brethren the learned Authors of it, "tus ſo 
full of peaceableneſſe, modeſty, and candour , and withall, 
at thus time ſo R_ needfull, as well towards the 
Vindication of the Proteſtant party in generall, from the 
aſperſions of Incommunicableneſſe within it ſelfe, and 
Incompatibleneſſe with Magiſtracy , as of themſelves im 
particular, both againſt miſr eportings from without ,&> 
ſome poſcible miſtakines from within too : That however 
for mine own part I have appeared on, and ave ſtull en- 
cline to the Presbyteriall way of Church Government, yet 
doe 1 think it every way fit for the Preſſe_. 


Charles Herle. 
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AroOLOGETICALL NanrkaTlON 
| OE SOME 


MINIS TFT EMS 
Formerly in Exile: 
NOW 


Members of the Aſſembly of Drvines. 


IU R cares have been of 
late ſo filled with a ſudden 
and uncxpeRted noyle of 
contuled exclamartions , 
(rhough not ſo expreſly 
directed againſt us in par- 
ticular, yet in the interpre- 
ration of the moſt, reflet- 
ingon us) that awakened 
thereby, weare cnforced 
to anticipate a little that dilcovery of our ſelves 
which otherwiſe we reſ{olvedto have leftro Time_ 
and Experience of our wayes and ſpirits,the trueſt 
Diſcoverers and ſureſt Judges of all men and their 
actions, 

And now we ſhall begin to make ſome appea- 
rance into publique light, unto whoſe view and 
I ſhould we (that have hitherto laine 
under {o dark a cloud of manitold mif{ apprchenſt- 
ons) art firſt preſent our ſelves, but the Supreame 
Jadicatory of this Kingdome, which is and hath 
bceninall times the moſt juſt and ſevere Tribunall 
B for 
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(2) 
for guiltineſle to appearc before, much more to 
dare to appcale unto; and yet withall the moſt (a- 
cred refuge and 4/ylum tor miſtaken and mil-judged 
INNOCENCE © 

The moſt, it not all ot us, had ten years fince 
(ſome more, ſome leſlie) {cycrall ſcrtled Stations in 
the Miniſtery, in places of publique uſe in the 
Church,not unknown to many of yourlelves; but 
the ſinful evill of thoſe corruptions in the publique 
worſhip and government of this Church, which 
all doc now ſo generally acknowledge and decric, 
cook hold upon our coniciences long bctore ſome 
others of our brethren , And then how impoſſible 
it was tO continue in thole times our ſervice and 
ſtandings, all mens apprehenſfions will readily ac- 

UIt US, 

, Neither at the firſt did we fee or look further 
then the dark part, the evill of thoſe ſuperſtitions 
adjoyncd tu the worſhip of God, which have 
been the common ſtumbling block and offence of 
many thouſand tender conſciences, both in our 
ownand our neighbour Churches, cver fince the 
firſt Reformation of Religion : which yer was e- 
nough to deprive us of the publique excrcile of our 
Miniſteries, and together therewith(as the watch- 
fulnefle of thoſe times grew) of our perſonall par- 
ticipation in ſome ordinances ; and further expoſed 
us either to perſonall violence and perſecution, or 


 ancexile to avoid it: Which latter we did the ra- 

« ther chooſe, that ſo the uſe and exerciſe of our 
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ad &&6-£0- Miniſteries ( for which we were borne and hve) 
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debarred from the enjoyment of the Ordinances 
of Chritt, which we account our birth-right, and 
beſt portion inthis lite. 

This bcing our condition , we were caſt upon 
a farther necetlity of enquiring into and viewing 
the /zght part, the poſitive part of Church-worſhip 
and Government; And to that end to ſearch out 
what were the firſt Apoſtolique directions, pattern 
and examplcs of thoſe Primitive Churches recor- 
ded inthe New Teſtament, as that ſacred pillar of 
fire to guide us. And in this enquirie, we lookt up- 
on the word of Chriſt as impartially,and unpreju- 
dicedly,as men made of fleſh and blood are like to 
doc in any juncure of time that may tall our , nf 4 64 


places we went to, the condition we were in, the 44? IW# 
company we went forth with, affording notem 2 
tation to byas us any way, bur leaving us as freely @/ «i þ 
to be guided by that light and touch Gods _ 1 


ſhould by the Word vouchſafe our confcicnces, as 4 f 
the Needle toucht with the Load-ſtone is in the 
Compaſle: And we had (of all men) the greateft* 
reaſon to be true toour own conſciences in what 
we ſhould embrace, ſeeing it was for our conſcien- 
ces that we were deprived at once of what ever ANY” 
was dearto us. We had no new Common.wealths {ed fL 
to rear, to frameChurch-government unto,where- # Ms 


of any one piece miglit ſtand in the others light, to Tf 
Us 


cauſc the leaſt variation by us from the Primitive ” 


fi 
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pattern; We had no State-ends or Politicall inte-P Fo rigs 1 
reſts to comply.with ; No Kingdoms in our eye 07, P £ 
ſubdue unto our mould ; (which yet will be coexi F OL 
ſtent withthe peace of any form of Civil Govern-@. _- 
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Mer4{4iment on carth) No preterment or worldly reſpects 
ith ſhape our opigions tor : We had nothing elle to 


doe but ſimply and ſingly to conſider how to wor- 
ſhip God acceprably, and 1o molt according to his 
word, 

We were not engaged by Education or o:her- 
wiſe to any other of the Retormed Churches ; And 
although we conſulted with reverence what they 
hold forth both in their writings and practice, yer 
we could not but ſuppoſe that they might not ſee 
into all things about worſhip and government,thecir 
intentions being moſt ſpent (as aloof our firſt Re- 
tormers in England) upon the Reformation in Do- 
Arine, in which they had a moſt happy hand : And 
we had with many others obſerved, that although 
the exerciſe of that Government had been accom - 
panied with more peace,yet the Practicall part, the 
power of godlineſſe and the profteiſion thereof , 
with difference trom carnall and formall Chriſti- 
ans, had not been advanced and held forth among 
them, as in this our owne Ifland, as themſclves 
have generally acknowledged. We had the advan- 
tage of all that light which the conflicts of our 
owne Divines (the good old Non-conformiſts) 
had ſtruck forth in theirtimes, And the draughts 
of Diſcipline which they had drawn , which we 
found not in all things the very ſame with the pra- 
Riſes of the Reformed Churches, And what they 
had written came much more commended to us, 
not onely becauſe they were our own, but becauſe 
ſealed with their manifold and bitter ſufferings. 
We had likewiſe the tarall miſcarriages and ſhip- 

WIACKS 


(5) 
wracks of the Separation (whom ye call Browniſts) 


as Land-marks to tore-warn us of thoſe rocks and #f be 

ſhelves they ran upon , which alſo did put us upon, Je | A 
an enquiry into the principles that might be the "$$ Hi&+431 
cauſcs of their diviſions. Laſt of all, we had the 
recent and later example of the wayes and practi- 
ces (and thoſe: improved to a better Edition and 
orcater refinement, by all the tore-mentioned 
helps) of thoſe multitudes of godly men of our 
own Nation , almoſt to the number of another 
Nation, and amongthem ſome as holy and judici-# £y//gy Bk 
ous Divines as this Kingdome hath bred , whoſe # #$ & 4 
ſincerity in their way hath been teſtified before all AO "A 
the world,and wil be unto all generations tocome, - 
by the greateſt undertaking (but that otour father 
d4breham our of his own countrey, and his ſeed aftert##f) bu 
him) a tranſplanting themſelves many thouſand f &f 'L, 
miles diſtance, and that by ſea, into a Wildernes, waapdaked 
meerly to worſhip God more purcly , whicher ro «ako 
allure them there could be no other invitement, 
Andyct we ſtil) ſtood as unengaged ſpectators, free 
to examine and conſider what truth 15 to be found 
in andamongſt all theſe, (all which we look upon 
as Reformed Churches) and this nakedly accord- 
ing totheword , We reſolved notto take up our 
Religion by or from any partie, and yet to approve 
and hold faſt whatſoever is good in any, though 
never ſo much differing from us, yea oppoſite un- 
tO Us. 

And for our own congregations, we meane of 
Fneland (in which thorough the grace of Chriſt 
we were converted, and exerciſed our Miniſteries 

B 3 long, 


(6) 
long,to the converſion vt many others) We have 
this {incere proteflion to make betore God and all 
the world, that all that conlcience of the defile- 
ments we conceived to cleave tothe true worſhip 
of God in them, or of the unwarranted power in 
Church Governours exerciſed therein, did never 
work in any of us any other thought, "much leſle 
$1, Opinion, bu: that multitudes of the aflemblicsand 
wt & parochiall congregations thereof, were the true 
Churches and Body of Chriſt , and the Miniſtery 
ker 4 true Miniſtery : Much leſſe did itever en- 
ter into our hearts to judge them Amtichriſtian , 
we ſaw and cannot but fce that by the ſame rea- 
ſonthe Churches abroad in Scotland, Holland,c+c. 
(though more reformed)yer for their mixture muſt 
be in like manner judged no Churches allo, which 
to imagine or conceive, is and hath ever becn an 
horrour to our thoughts. Yea we alwayes have 
profeſſed,& that intheſe times when the Churches 
«446 g2fE»gland were the moſt, either actually overſpread 
Fr with defilements,or in the greateſt danger | a 
Hy of, and when our ſelves hadTeaſt,yea no hopes of 
ever ſo much as viſiting our own land againin 
{ peaceand latety toour perſons, that we both did 
WY and would hold a communion with them as the 
Churches of Chriſt. And beſides this profeſſion, 
as arcall teſtimony thereof, ſome ot us after we, 
atually,were in this way of communion , baptized 
our children in Pariſhionall congregations, and (as 
we had occaſion) did off:r to receive into the com- 
munion ofthe Lords Supper with us, ſome (whom 


we knew godly thatcome to viſit us when we were 
in 


- 
in our cxile) upon that relation, fellowſhip, and 
commemberſhipthey held in their pariſhChurches 
in England,they protefiing themſelves ro be mem- 
bers thereot,and belonging thereunto. What we 
have fince our rcturne publiquely and avowedly , , 
made declaration ot to this purpoſe, many hun- Kit: & growth 
dredscan witnefle, and ſome of our brethren in *t $S»cinia- 
their printed bookes candidly do teſtify for us. 
And as we alwayes held this reſpe&t unto our 

own Churches in this Kingdome, fo we received 
and were cntertained with the like trom thoſe re- 
formed Churches abroad, among whom we were 
caſttolive, we both mutually gave and received 
the right hand of tcllowſhip, which they on theixp44:&4 

Irts abundantly mani —_—— the very {lamearelp gg v 
chara&ers and teſtimonics of difterence which areff fLOM Fre 

[1 
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proper to thcir own Orthodoxe Churches, andgy, wer 
whereby they uſe to diſtinguiſh them Trom all, of » 
thoſe ſecs (which they tullcrate, bur not own )and$ Boſe y 
all thc aſlemblics of them (which yet now we arcF49 Hl 
here ſome would necds ranke us with ) granting to h * {+ Y 
{ome of us their own Churches,or publique placesJy, | 
for worſhip,to aſſcmblc in, where chemielves mer 
for the worſhip ofGod atdiftering houres the ſame 
day: As likewiſe the priviledge of ringing a pub- 
lique Bell rocall unto our meetings: which we men- 
tion becauſe it is amongſt them made the great 
fignall of difference between their own allowed 
Churches and all other aſſemblies, unto whom ir 
is ſtritly prohibited and forbidden, as Guiciardine 
hath long fince obſerved - And others of us tound 
ſuchacceprance with them,thatin ———" 
® 
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of they allowed a full and liberall niaintenance an- 
nually tor vur Miniſters, yea and conſtantly allo 
Wine for our Communions. And then we again 
on our parts, not onely held all brotherly corre- 
ſpondency with their Divines, bur received alſo 
{ome of the members of their Churches (who de- 
firedto communicate with us) unto communion 
inthe Sacraments and other ordinances, by virtue 
of their relation oft memberſhip retained in thoſe 
Churches. 


Now for the way & praQtices of our Churches, 
we give this briete and generall account, Out 
publique worſhip was made up of no other parts 
then the worſhip of all other retormed Churches 
doth conſiſt of, As, publique and ſolemne pray- 
ers for Kings and all in authority, &c. the reading 
the Scriptures of the Old and New Teſtament, 
Expolition of them as occaſion was , and conſtant 
preaching of the word ; the adminiſtration of the 
rwo Sacraments, Baptiſme to infants,and the Lords 
Supper ; ſinging of Plalmes , collections for the 

oor,&c.every Lords day, For officers and pub- 


| Rulcrs inthe Church, we ſet up no other but 


the very lame which the reformed Churches judge 
neceſſary and ſufficient, and as inſtituted by Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles tor the perpetuall government of 
his Church, that is, Paſtors, Teachers, Ruling El- 
ders, (with usnot lay but Ecclefiaſtique perſons 
{ſeparated to that ſervice). and Deacons. And for 
the matter of goveryement and cenſures of the Church, 
we had nor cxccuted any other but what all ac- 

know- 
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knowledge, namely , Admonition, and Excommu- 
nication upon obſtinacic and impenitcncic, (which 
we blcile God we ncver excrcifcd. ) This latter we 
judged thould be put in exccution,tor nv other kiad 
ot tins then may evidently be pretuincd to be per- 
petratcd againſt the partics known light ; as whe- 
ther it be a (1n in manners and converſation, fuch 
as is committed againſt the J1ght of nature, or the 
common received practices ot Chnitianity, pro- 
felled in all the Churches of Chritt ; orit in opiai- 
ons, then ſuch, as are hkewile contrary tothe re- 
ccived principles of Chriſtianity, andthe power of 
godlincfle, proteſſed by the party himſelte, and'* 
univerſally acknowledged in all the reſt of the 
churches,andno orher {1ns to be the ſubjeR of that 
dreadtul ſentence, 

And for our directions in theſe or what ever clſc 
requifite tothe manage ofthem, we had theſe three 
Principles more eſpecially in our eye, to guide and 
ſtecre our praQtice by. 

Firſt, the ſupreame rule without ws, was the Pri- 
mitive patterne and example ot the churches ere- 
ed by the Apoſtles. Our conſciences were pol- 
{cſſed with that reverence and adoration of the ful- 
neſle of the Scriptures, that there is therein acom- 
pleat ſufficiencie, as to make the man of God perfedt, 
{ſo alſo to make the Churches of God perteet, 
(meere circumſtances we except, ur what rules 
the law of nature doth in common diate) it the 
directions and examples therein delivered were 
fully known and followed. And although we can- 
not profeſle that ſutticicncy of knowledge as "_ 

C avic 
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able to lay forth all tho(e rules therein which may 
meet with all caſcs and emergencies that may or 
ſometimes did tal out amongſt us, or that may give 
ſatisfaQtion unto all Queres poſſible to be put unto 
us z yet we found principles enough, not onely fan- 
damentall and cilential to the being of a Church , 
but ſuperſtrattory allo tor the wel-being of it, and 
thoſe co us cleare and certaine , and ſuch as might 
well ſerve to preſerve our Churches in peace and 
from offence, and would comfortably guide us to 
heaven in a {ate way : And the oblervation of {o 
many of thoſe particulars to be laid forth in the 
Word, became to us a more certaine evidence and 
cleare confirmation that there were rhe like rules 
and ruled caſes for all occaſions whatſoever, it we 
wereablc to diſcerne them. And for all ſuch caſes 
wherein we {aw not a Cleare re{olution from Scrip- 
ture, example, or direion , wee ſtil vroteſſedly 
ſuſpcnded, untill God ſhould give us further light, 
not daring to ecke out what was defeRive in our 
light in matters Divine with humane prudence, 
(the fatall errour to Reformation) leſt by ſowin 
any piece of the old garment unto the new, we ſhoul 
make the rem worſe, we having this promiſe of 
grace for ourenconragement in this, which in our 
publique Aſſemblies was often for our comfort 
mentioned, that i» thus doing the will of God we (hould 
know more. 

A ſccond Principle we carryed along with us in 
all our reſolutions, was, Not to make our preſent 
judgement and praRice a binding law unto our 
ſclves for the future, which we in like manner made 

con- 


(11) 
continuall proteſſion of upon all occaſions. We had 

r00 great an inſtance of our own _ in the for- 

mer way of our conformity ; and therefore in 2 jea- 

loufic ot our ſelves, we kept this reſerve, (which.g44 4 bel 

we made openand conſtant profethons of) to arers hw 
and retract (though not lightly) what ever ſhould ſ 
be diſcovercd to be taken up out of a miſ-under- 
ſtanding of the rule : Which Principle wee wiſh 
were (next tothat moſt ſupreame, namely, to b o&- 
in all things guided by the perfe& wil of God) A664 f 
enacted as the moſt ſacred [aw of all other, in the 
midſt of all other Laws and Canons Ecclcfiaſtical 
in Chriſtian States and Churches throughout the 
world. 

Thirdly, we are able to hold forth this true and 
juſt Apologic unto the world, That in the matters 
of greateſt moment and controverſie, we ſtil choſe 
ro praQtice ſately,and ſo, as we had reaſons judge 
that all ſorts, or the moſt of all the Churches did 
acknowledge warrantable , although they make 
additaments thereunto. 

For inſtance : Whereas one great controverfie 
of theſe times is about the qualification of the Mens- 
bers of Churches, and the promiſcuous receivin 
and mixture of good and bad ; Therein we choſe Hal 4Af {4 


the better part, and to be fure, received in none # re ny | 

FutTuch'as ll the Churches in the world would ff ma 4 

by the balance of the SanQuary acknowledge 3.44848H# 
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fairhful. And yet in this we are able to make this 
true and juſt profeſſionalſo, Thar the Rules which 
we gave upour judgements unto, to judge thoſe 
vvereceived in amongſt us by, vvere of that la- 

2 titude 


 #<4M 1 
RAW. Miniſters, out of their own gitts, (the fruits of 


(12) 
_ titude as would take in any member of Chriſt, the 
[1 gents +; —_—_ in whom there may be luppolſed to be che 


mw Ts ns indeed {uch and no other aS all 
J Ma <p EEOC Kingdome carry in their boulomes 
TEE to judge others by, We took mealure of no mans 
*-1 holineſle by his opinton, whether concurring with 
us, oradverſcunto us; And Churches made up 
ot ſuch,we were ſure no Proteſtant could but ap- 
prove of, (as touchingrhe members of it) to be a 
true Church, with which communion might be 
held. Againe, concerning the great ordinance of 
Pablique Prayer and the Lymrgie of the Church , 
whercas there is this great controverſte upon it a- 


bout the lawfulneflc of ſet tormes preſcribed ; we 
j practiced (without condemning others) what all 


that the publique Prayers in our Aſſcmblics ſhould 


Y44 p11 
be framed by the meditations aud ſtudy of our own 


| beTEegs {ides doe allow, and themſclves doe practice allo, 


Chriſts Aſcenſion) as well as their Sermons ule to 
be. This vve vvere ſure all allowed of, though 
they ſuperadded the other, So likewile for the g0- 
vernment and diſcipline in the Churches, however 
the practice of the Retormed Churches is in grea- 
ter matters to govern cach particular congregation 
by acombined Presbyterie of the Elders ot ieveral 
congregations united 1n one for government, yet 
ſo, as in their judgements they allow,eſpecially in 
Os, a paiticular congregation, an entire 


| and compleat power of juriſdiction to be exerciſed 
[En the Elders thereof within it ſelte ; Yea and our 


own Maſter Cartwrieht, wy Baymes, and other old 
4-(4 bptir do vofh ved TH4SINT yp AT | i /q. Non- 
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_ of differences amongſt Churches; which combl-anpgery 
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Non-conformiſts, place the power of Excommu- 
nication inthe Elde: ſhip ot cach patticularChurch 
with the conſent of the Church, untill they do mil- 
carry, and then indeed they ſubje them to fuch 
Presbyterial and Provincial Aflemblies as the 


proper retuge tor appcalcs and tor compoundingy, cf f 45 


nation of Churches others of them therefore callg 4 { 
Eccleſie orte , but particular congregations Eccle-$H4 
ſie prime, as wherein fir/tly the power and priviledg 
ota Churchisto be excrciled. And vvithall vve , 
couldnot bur imagine,that the firſt Churches plan- L144 6 
ted by the Apoſtles, were ordinarily of nomore in MY v 
one city at firſt then might make up one entire Nite g 
congregation, ruled by their own Elders, that allo gp 845 F#446 
preached to them , tor that in every city where | 
they came, the number of converts did or ſhould 
ariſc to{uch a multitude as to make {cveraland fun- 
dry congregations, or that the Apoſtles thould ſtay 
the ſ{ctting up of any Churches at all,until they role 
to ſuch anumcrous multiplication as might make 
ſuch a Presbyrerial combination, we _did not 1ma- 
inc. We found allv thoſe Non conformiſts (that 
wrote againſt the Epilcopal Government) 1n their 
Anſwer to the Arguments uſed for Epiſcopal Go- 
vernment over many Churches, brought trom the 
inſtances ofthe multitude of Beleevers atFernſalem, 
and other places andcitics, mentioned in the New 
Teſtament, to aſſert that it could not be infallibly 
proved that any of thoſe vve reade of in the As 
and elſewhere; vvere yet ſonumerous, as neceila- 
rily ro exceed the limits of one particular congre- 
C 3 gation 


, _ 
” ” 
—— » Wh. 


PP TT MS) 


. 
= — 
w— - 


_ =©=* 
—_—_— — —_ — 


mM 
] 


©: 
f 
| 


' 


. i 


- Soon 


O19 IC 
$® + 5 


THY 
et Ty 


(14) 
2ation in thoſe firſt times. We taund it alſo gran 
ed by thera all, that there ſhould be ſeveral El- 
ders in every congregation, who had power over 
them in the Lord, and we judged that all thoſe 
precepts,obey your Elders, and them that areover you, 
were (to þe ture, and all grant ic) meant ot the 
Paſtoursand Teachers,and other Elders that were 
ſet over them in cach particular congregation re- 
ſpcively,and to be as certainly the intendment of 
the holy Ghoſt, as in thoſc like commands; Wives 
obey your owne husb.inds, Servants your own gouernours, 
to be meant of their ſeveral Famihes cefpeRively, 
We could not therefore but judge it a ſafe and 
an allowed way to retaine the government of our 
ſeverall congregations tor matter of diſcipline 
within themiclves, to be exerciſed by their own 
Elders, whereof we had (tor the molt part of the 
time we were abroad) three at leaſt in cach con- 
gregation, whom we were ſubject ro : yet not 
clayming to our {elves an independent power in every 
congregation , to give account or be ſubje& to 
none others, but onely a ful and encire power com- 
pleat within our ſelves, until we ſhould bechallen- 
edto crre grolly ; ſuch as Corporations enjoy, who 
ave the power and priviledgeto paſle ſentence for 
life & death within themſelves,and yet are accoun- 
table to the State they live in. Bur that it ſhould 
be the inſtirution of Chriſt or his Apoſtles,that the 
combination of the Elders of many Churches 
ſhould be the firſt compleat and entire ſeat of 
Church power over cach congregation ſo cpm- 
bined , or that they could challenge and affyme 
that 


_poll government's © Cofruprions that cleavenpJrre AK 
o our worthip, and in maintayning thoſe ſeverall 


(15) 
that authority over thoſe Churches they feed and 
teach not —_ by virtue of thoſe fore-men- 
tioned Apoſtolicall precepts, was to usa queſtion ee 
and judged to be an adaitament unto the * ot ry 
which therefore reſted on thoſe that allowed us $91{{/ $445 
what we praRtiſed, over and above, to make evi- {94H 4 
dent and demonſtrate (and certainly of all other #1101 
rhe challenge ot all ſpiritual power from Chriſt 

had need have a cleare pattent to ſhew for it) 

Yea wee appeale further unto them that hay© 

read bookes, whether uncill thoſe latter wrytings 

of the two reverend and learned Divires of Scotland 

ſer forth after our return, nor much more then two 

yeeres (ince, and others of no elder date from Hel- 

land, and one of our own Divines more lately writ- 

ten with much learning and ingenuity , there hath 

been much ſertly and dire@ly or with ſtrength in- 

ſiſted on to prove that governement;, and although 

aſſert and inculcate itthey do as their opinions, yet 

the full tretgrh and ſtreame of our Non-confor- 

miſts wrytings and others are ſpent rather in argu« 


ments againſt, & torthe overthrowing the Epiſco- 118/44 #4 
- 


Officers in Churches which Chriſt hath inſtituted 
in ſtead thereof (in which we fully agree with 
them) then in the proofe of a combined clafſicall 
Presbyteriall government as it is «uthoritatively (4 4494/4 
praiſed inthe moſt reformed Churches. $-1##04 61h 
And whereas the common prejudice and excep- 4#4 yas 
tion laid itito all mens thoughts againſt us and our Y þ Ad 
they Lok 
$4497 


opinions is,that in fach a congregationall governe- 
ment 
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ment thus catire within it {cIf, thereis no allowed 
{uthcient remedy for milcarriages,though never 10 
orofle; no relicte tor wrongtul tentences or per» 
tons 10jurced thereby , no roome tor complains : 
nv powertul or cftectual means to reduce a 
Church or Churches that tal into herefic,{chitme, 
&c. but every one 15 left and may take liberty 
without controule to do whatis good in their own 
eyes; we have (through the good providence of 
God upon us) trom the avowed declarations of 
our j#dgements among our Churches mutually du- 
ring our cxile,and thatalſo confirmed by the moſt 
{olemne inſtance of our pratice, wherewithto vin- 
dicate our (elves and way in this particular, which 
upon no other occaſion we ſhould ever have made 
thus publique. 

God lo ordered it that a ſcandall and offence fell 
out between thoſe very Churches whilſt :iving in 
this baniſhment (whercot we our ſclves,that write 
theſe things, were then the Miniſters) one of our 
Churches having unhappily depoſed one of their 
Miniſters,the other judged it not oncly as toc ſud- 
dainc an a& (having procecded ina matter of fo 
great moment without conſulting their fiſter 
Churches, as was publiquely protciled we ſhould 
have done in ſich caſes of concernement) bur al{o 
in the proceedings thereof as too ſevere, and not 
managed according tothe rules laid down in the 
word, Inthis caſe our Churches did mutually 
and univerſally acknowledge and ſubmir to this as 
a ſacred and undoubted principle and ſupreame 
law to be obſerved among all Qhurches,that as by 

virtue 
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virtue of that Apoſtolical command, Churches as 
wel as particular men are bound to give ns __ Bei- 
ther ro Iew norGentile nor the ch of G they live 
amongſt.Sothar in all caſcs of ſuch offenceor diffe- 
rencc,by the obligation of the comon law of cams- 
union of Churches, & tor the vindication of the glory of 
Chrift, which in cOomon they hold torth,the church 

or churches chalenged to offend or differ,are to ſub- 

mic themſclves (upon the challenge of the offence 

orcomplainc ot the perſon wronged) co the moſt 

tull & open tryall & examination by other neigh- 

bour Churches offended thereat,oft what ever hath 

giventhe offence: And further,that by thevirtue of 
the ſame and like law of not partaking in other mens 

ſins,the Churches offended may & ought upon the 

impcnitcncy ot thoſe Churches, perſiſting inrheir 

errour and milcarriage to pronounce that heavy 

ſentence, againſt them , of with-drawing and re- 

nouncing allChriſtian communion with them until 

they do repent ; And furtherto declare and proteſt 

this, with the cauſes thereof, to all other Churches 

of Chriſt,that they may do the like. 

And what further awthority,vr proceedings pure- 
ly Ecclefiafticall, of one,or many ſifter Churches to- 
wards another whole Church, or Churches offen- 
ding, either the Scriptures doc hold forth, or can 
rationally be put in execution (without the Magi- 
ſtrates interpoſing a power of another nature, unto 
which we = his particular cogniſance, and ex1- 
mination of ſuch cauſes, profeſle ever to ſubmir, 
and alſo to be moſt vvilling to have recourſe unto) 
for our parts vve ſavy not then,nor do yer ſee. And 

D like- 
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likewiſe wedid then ſuppolc, and doc yet, that this 


principle of ſubwiſſion of Churches that miſcarry 
unto other Churches offended, rogether wich this 
other, that it isa command from Chriſt enjoyned 
to Churches that are finally offended ro denounce 
ſuch a ſentence of Non- communion and withdrawing 
from them whilſt impenitent, as unworthy to hold 
forth the name of Chriſt, (theſe principles being 
reccived and generally acknowledged by the 
Churches of Chriſtto be a murtuall duty, as ſtrict- 
ly cnjoyned them by Chriſt as any other) that 
theſe would be as cftcRuall means (through the 
bleſſing of Chriſt) roawe and preſerve Churches 
and their Elders in their dutics, as that other of 
claime to an authoritative power Eccleſiaſtical to 
Fxcommmunicate other Churches or theirElders of- 
tending ; For if the one be compared with the 0- 
ther, ina meere Ecclefiaſtial notion, That of Ex- 
communication pretended hath but this more ia ir, 
Thatit is a de/zvering of whole Churches and their 
Elders offending unto Satan, (tor which we know 
no warrant inthe Scriptures, that Churches ſhould 
have ſuch a power over other Churches)And then 
as for the binding obligacion both of the one way 
&rthe other,it can be ſuppolcd to lye but in theſe 2. 
things, Firſt, in a warrant and injunction given by 
Chriſt to his Churches,to put cither the one octhe 
other into cxccution ; and 2.that mens conſciences 
be accordingly taken therewith, ſo as to ſubjeR 
themſelves whether unto the one way or the 0- 
ther : For ſuppole that other principle of an autho- 
ritative power in the greater part of Churches 

com- 
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combined to excommunicate other Churches, &c. 
to be the ordinance of God, yet unlefle it doe rake 
hold of mens con(ciences, and be received amongſt 
all Churches, the offending Churches will fleight 
all ſuch Excommunicationsas much, as they may be 
ſuppoſed to doe our way of proteſtation and ſen- 
rence of Non-communion. On the other fide, let this 
way of ours be bur as ſtrongly entertained, as that 
which isthe way and command of Chriſt, and up- 
on all occaſions be heedtully put in execution, ic 
will awe mens conſciences as much , and produce 
the ſame cffets. And if the Magiſtrates power 
(to which we give as much, and (as we think) 
more, then the principles of the Presbiteriall go- 
vernment will ſuffer them to yeeld) doe bur affiſt 

and back the ſentence of other Churches denoun, 

cing this Non-communion againſt Churches miſcar- 
rying, according to the nature of the crime,as they 
judge meet, and as they would the ſentence of 

Churches excommunicating other Churches in 

ſuch caſes, _ their own particular judgement of 

the cauſe , ther, without all controverſie this our 
way of Church proceeding wil be every way as 
effeuall as their other can be ſuppoſed to be; and 
we are ſure,more brotherly and more ſuited to that 
liberty and equality Chrift hath endowed his 

Churches with. Bur without the Magiſtrates inter- 
oling their authority, their way of proceeding 

will be as ineffeQuall as ours, and more lyable to 

contempt,by how much it is pretended to be more 


authorirative;and to inflicta more dreadful puniſh- 


ment, which carnall ſpirits are ſeldome ſenſible of. 
This for our judgements. D2 And 
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And for a reall evidence and demonſtration both that 
this was then, our judgements, as likewiſe for an 
inſtance of the ctfcRuall ſucceſle of {uch a courſe 
held by Churchesin ſuch caſes, our own practice, 
and the bleſſing of God thereon, may plead and te- 
ſtific tor us to all the world. The manage of this 
tranſaction in bricfe was this. 

That Church which (with others) was moſt 
ſcandalized,did by letters declare their offence, re- 
quiring of theChurch(ſuppoſedto be )offending,sn 
the name and for the vindication of the honour of 
Chriſt, and the relceving the party wronged, to 
ycelda full and publique hearing betore all the 
Churches of our Nation, or any other whomſo- 
ever,offended,of whatthey could give in charge a- 


gainſt their proceedings in that depoſition of their 


Miniſter,and to ſubject themſelvesto an open try- 
all and review of all thoſe torepaſſed carriages that 
concerned that particular ; which they moſt cheer- 
fully and readily (according tothe fore-mentioned 
principles) ſubmitted unto, in 4 place, and fate 
where no outward violence or any other externall 
authority cirher civilor eccleftaſticall would have 
enforced them thereunto : And accordingly the 
Miniſters of the Church offended with other two 
Gentlemen, of much worth, wiſdom and piety, 
members thereof, were ſent as Meſſengers from 
that Church , and at the introduQtion and entrance 
intothat folemne aſſembly (the ſolemnity of which 
hath left as deep an impreffion upon our hearts of 
Chriſts dreadfull preſence as ever any we have 


been prefentat,) it was openly and publiquelypro- . 
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teſled in @ ſpeech that was the preface to that dif- 
cuſſon,to this effec, *© That it was the moſt to be 
&« abhorred maxime that any Religion hath ever 
<« made profcilion of,and therefore of all other the 
<« moſt contradictory and diſhonourable unto thar 
« of Chriſtianity, that a fingle and particular ſoci- 
««cty of men proteſling the name of Chriſt, and 
&« pretending to be endowed with a power from 
« Chiilt ro judge them that are of the ſame body 
« and {ociety within them(ſelves,ſhould further ar- 
<« rogate unto themſclves an exemption from 
<« giving account or being cenſurable by any other, 
<« either ChriſtianMagiſtrate above them, or neigh- 
© bour Churches about them. So far were our 
judgements from that independent liberty that is 
imputed to us,then,when we had leaſt dependency 
on this kingdom,or {o much as hopes ever to abide 
therein in peace. And torthe iſſue and ſucceſle of 
this 42itation, after there had been for many dayecs 
as judiciary and tulla charge,tryall, and depoſition 
of witneſſes openly aforcall commers of all forts, 
ascan be expected in any Court where Authority 
enjoynsit,that Church, which had offended, did as 
publiquely acknowledge their finfull aberration 
init, reſtored theit Minſter to his place again, and 
ordered a folemn day of faſting to humble them- 
ſelves afore God and men,for their fintull carriage 
init; andtheparty alſo which had been depoſed 
did acknowledge to that Church wherein he had 
likewiſe ſinned. 

Thus we have rendred ſome ſmal account ofthoſe, 
the ſaddeſtdays of our pilgrimage onearth, wherein 
D 3 although 
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although we enjoyed God, yer beſides many other 
miſerics (the companions of baniſhment) we loſt 
ſome friends and companions,our tellow labourcrs 
in the Goſpel,as precious men as this carth beares 
any, through the diſtemper ot the place, and our 
ſelves came hardly oft that ſervice with our 
healths, yea lives. 


When it pleaſed God to bring us his poor Ex1les 
back again ir theſe revolutions of the times,as alſo 
ofthe condition of this kingdom,into our own land, 
(the pouring torth of manitold prayers and tcares 
for the proſperity whereof, had been no ſmall part 
of that publique worſhip we offered up to God in 
a ſtrange land , ) we found the judgement of many 
of our godly learned brethren in the Miniſtery 
(chat defired a general reformation) to differ from 
ours-in ſome things, wherein we do profeſledl 
judge the CalvinianRetormed Churches of the firſt 
retormation from out of Popery,to ſtand in need of 
a further reformation themſclves; Andit may with- 
out prejudice tothem,orthe imputationof Schiſme 
in us from them, be thought, that they comming 
new out of Popery (as well as Exeland) and the 
founders of that retormation not having Apoſtolique 
infallibility, might not be fully perte&t the Eſt day. 


Yea and it may hopetully be conceived, that God 
in his {ecrer, yet wiſe and gratious diſpenſation,had 
left England more unreformed as touchingrhe out- 
ward form,borth ofworſhip & Churchgovernment, 
then the neighbour Churches were, having es. 
powerfully continued a conſtant conflit and cog? 


rention 
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tention for a further Reformation for theſe foure- 
ſcore yeers , during which time he had likewiſe in 
ſtead thereot blefled them with the ſpiritual lighr 
(andthart encreafing) of the power of Religion in 
the Practique part ot it, ſhining brighter and clearer 
then in the neighbour Churches,as having in hisin- 
fine mercy on purpoſe reſerved and provided ſome 
better thing for this Nation when it ſhould come to 
be refarmed,thart the other Churches might not be 
made perfect without it, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks. 

We tound allo (which was as great an affliion 
tous as our former troubles and baniſhment) our 
opinions and m_— (wherein we might ſcem to 
differ) cnvironed about with a cloud of miſtakes 
and miſapprehenſions, and our perſons with re- 
proaches, Beſides other calumnies, as of ſchiſme_-, 
. &c, (which yet muſt cirher relate to a ditfering 
trom the tormer Eccleſiaftical Government of this 
Church eſtabliſhed, and then who is not involved 
miras well as we ? ortv that conſtitution and go- 
vernment that is yet tocome; and untill that be 
agreed on, eſtabliſhed and declared, and actually 
exiſt,there can be no guilt or imputation of Schime 
from it) That proud and inſolent title of /ndepen- 
dencie was affixed unto us,as our claime, the very 
ſound of which conveys to all mens apprehenſions 
the challenge of an exemption of all Churches 
from all ſubjetion and dependance, or rather a 
trumpet of defiance againſt what ever Power, Spirt- 
tall or Civill, which we doe abhor and deteſt : Or 
elſe the odious name of Browniſme, together with 
all their opinions as they have ſtated and maintai- 
ned 
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ned them, muſt needs be owned by us: Although 
upon the very firſt declaring our judgements in the 
chief and fundamental poinc of all Charch diſcipline, 
and likewile figce, it hath becn acknowledged that 
we differ much from them. And wee did then, 
and doe here publiquely profeſle, we beleeve the 
truth colye and conſift in a middle way betwixt that 
which is falfly charged on us, Browneſme, and that 
which is the contention of thele times, the authori- 
tative Presbyteriall Government in all the ſubordina- 
tions and proceedings of it. 

And had we beenled in our former wayes, and 
our removall out of this Kingdome by any ſuch 
ſpirit of falFion and diviſion, or of pride and ſinge- 
larity, (which are the uſual grounds of all Schilme ) 
we had fince our returns again during this intermi- 
ſticall ſeaſon, tentations, yea provocations enough 
to havedrawn forth ſuch a ſpirit ; having manifold 
advantages to make and encreaſc a partie , which 
we have not inthe leaſt attempted. We found the 
ſpirits of the people of this Kingdome that profecſle 
or pretend to the power of godlineſle (they finding 
themſelves to be ſo much at liberty, and new 
came out of bondage) ready to take any impreſ- 
ſions, and to be caſt into any mould that hath but 
the appearance of a ſtricter way. And we found 
that many of thoſe miſts that had gathered abour 
us, or were rather caſt upon our perſonas in our ab- 
{ence,began by our preſence againe, and the blcſ- 
fingof Godupon us, in a great mealure to ſcatter 
and vaniſh, without ſpeaking a word for our {clves 
or Cauſe. 


But 
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But through the grace of Chriſt, our ſpirits are 
and have becn ſo remote trom ſuch diſpofitions & 
aymes, that on the contrary we call God and men 
towitnes our conſtant forbearancegeither to publiſh 
our opinions by preaching (although we had the 
Pulpirs free) or to print any thing of our owne or 
others for the vindication of our ſelves (although 
the Preſles were more free then the Pulpits) or to 
*& for our ſ(clves or way; although we bon been 
from the firſt provoked unto all thelc all forts of 
waycs, both by the common mil-underftandings 
and mil- antcns of aur opinions and pra- 
Qiſes,together with incitements to this State not 
to allow us the peaccable prattiſes of our Conſci- 
exces, which the rk, Churches abroad al- 
lowed us, and theſe edged with calumnics and re- 
proaches caſt upon our perſons in print, and all 
theſc heightned wirh this further prejudice and 
provocation,that this our ſilence was interpreted, 
that we were cither aſhamed of our opinions, or a- 
bleto ſay little for them , when as on the other 
ſide (beſides all other advantages) Books have 
been written - men of much worth, tearning,and 
authority, with moderation and ſtrength, ro pre- 
poſleſle the peoples minds againſt what are ſuppo- 
{cd our Tenets. But we knew and conſidered that 
it was the ſecond blow that makes the quarrel, and that 
the beginning of firife would have been as the brea- 
king in of auters,, and the ſad and conſcientious ap- 
prchenfion of the danger of rending and dividing 
the godly Proteftanr party in this Kingdome that 
were deftrous of Reformation , and of making - 
E vera 
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verall intereſts among them in a time when there 
was anabſolute neceility of their neereſt union and 
conjunRion,and all little cnoughto cfteRt that Re- 
formation intended, and ſo long contended tor, a- 
gainſt a common adverlary that had both preſent 
poilcſſon to plead tor it ſelte, power to ſupport it, 
and had enjoyeda long continued ſettlement which 
had rooted it in the hearts of men; And this lecon- 
ded by the inſtant and continuall advices and con-" 
jurements of many Honourable , wile , and godly 
Perſonages of both Houſes of Parliament, to torbeare 
what might any way be like to occaſion or aug- 
ment this unhappy difference ; They having allo 
by their Declarations to His Majeſty protelled 
their endeavour and deſire to unite the Proteſtant 
partic in this Kingdome, that agree in Fundamen- 
tall Truths againſt Popery and cther Herefics, and 
to have that reſpeR to tender conſciences as might 
prevent tn and inconveniences which had 
tormerly been; Together with that ſtrict engage- 
ment willingly centred into by us for theſe common 
ends, with the reſt of our brethren of the Miniſte- 
ry, (which though made to continue but ad placi- 
tum, yet hath beca ſacred to us.) And above all, 
the due reſpe we have had to the peaceable and 
orderly Reformation of this Church and State , 
the hopetull expeRation we have beenentertained 
with of an happy latitude and agreement by means 
of this Aſſembly, and the wiſdome of this Parliament: 
The conſcience and conſideration of all theſe, and 
the weightof each, have hitherto had more power 
with us to this deepe filence and forbearance,then 
all 
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all our ownintereſts have any way prevailed with 
us to occaſion the leaſt difturbance amongſt the 
people, We have and ace yet reſolved to beare all 
this with a- quiet and a ſtrong patience , (in the 
ſtrength of whichwe nowſpeak,or rather ſigh torth 
this lutele) reterring the vindication of our perſons 
ro God, and a further experience of us by men ; 
and the declaration of our judgements, and what 
we conceive to be his truth therein, to the due and 
orderly agitation of this Aſſembly whereot both 
Honſes were pleaſed ro make us Members. 

And whereas our ſilence upon all the foremen- 
tioned grounds (tor which we know we can never 
loſe eſteeme with good and wiſe men) hath been 
by the ill interpretation of ſome, imputed citherto 
our conſciouſneſle ofthe badneſſe and weakneſle 
of our Cauſe, or to our unability ro maintain what 
we aſſert in difference from others, or anſwer 
what hath been written by others, wee ſhall (with 
all modeſty) onely preſent this to all mens appre- 
henfions in confutation of it. That what ever the 
truth andjuſtnefle of our Cauſe may prove to be, 
or how ſlender our abilities ro defend it, yer wee 
pretend at leaſt ro ſo much wiſdome, that wee 
would never have reſcrved our (clves for, but ra- 
ther by all wayes have declined ths Theatre, of all 
other, the moſt judicious and ſevere, an Aſſembly 
of ſo many able,learned, and grave Divines, where 
much of the piety, wiſdome, and learning of two 
Kingdomes are met in one, honoured and aſſiſted 
with the preſence of the Worthies of both Houſes at 
all debates (as often as they pleaſe to vouchſafe 
E 2 their 
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their preſence) as the Stage whereon firſt wee 
would bring torth into publique view our Tenets 
(it talſe and counterfet) rogerther with our own 
tolly and weakneſle : We would much rather have 
chotcnto have been venting them to the multi- 
tude, apt to be ſeduced, (which we have had theſe 
three yeers opportunity to have done.) Bur in a 
conl{ientious regard had to the orderly and peace- 
able way ot ſearching out truths, and reforming the 
Churches of Chrift, wc have adventured our ſelves 
upon this way of God, wiſely aſſumed by the pru- 
dence of the State; And therein alſo upon all 
ſorts of diſadvantages ( which we could not 
but foreſee) both of member, abilities of learn- 
ing, Authority, the ſtreame of publique inter- 
eſt ; Truſting God both with our ſelves and 
his own truth, as he ſhall be pleaſedto manage ir 
by us. 

Moreover, if inall matters of DodFrine, we were 
not as Orthodoxe in our judgements as our brethren 
themſelves, we would never have expoſed our 
ſelves tothis tryall and hazard of diſcovery in this 
Aſſcmbly,the mixture of whoſe ſpirits, the quick- 
fightednes of whoſe judgements ( intent enough 
upon us) and variety of debates about all ſorts of 
controverſies atoot in theſe times of contradiftion, 
arcſuch,as would be ſure ſoon to find us out if we 
nouriſhed any monſters or Serpents of opini- 
ons lurking in our boſomes. And if we had car- 
ryed it ſo, as that hitherto ſuch errours were not 
aforehand open to the view and judgement of = yet 
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ficting here (unleſſe we would be ſilent, which we 
have not been) we could not long be hid. Butitis 
ſufficiently known that in all poinrs of detfrine_s 
(which hithertoin the review and examination of 
the Articles of our Church,or upon other occaſions 
have been gone thorough) our judgements have 
ſtill concurred with the greateſt part of our bre- 
thren, ncither do we know whercin we have diſ- 
ſented. And in marters of Diſcipline we are 
ſo farre from holding up the differencesthat occur, 
or making the breaches greater or wider, that we 
endeavour upon all ſuch occafions ro grant and 
yecld (as all may ſce and cannot bur teſtific forus) 
co the utmoſt latitude of our light and conſciences; 
profcfſing ut to be as high a point of Religion and 
conſcience readily to own, yea fall down before 
whatſoever is 77h in the hands of thoſe that differ, 
yea thoughithey ſhould be enemies unto us,as much 
as carneftly to contend for & hold faſt thoſe truths 
wherein we ſhould be found diſſenting from them; 
and this as in relation to peace, ſo alſo as a juſt due 
to truth and goodnes,cven to approve it &acknow- 
ledge it tothe utmoſt graine of it, though mingled 
with what is oppoſite unto us. And further when 
matters by difcuſſion are brought ro the ſmalleſt 
diſſent that may be,we have hitherto been found 
to be no backward urgers unto a temper(not onelyin 
things that have concerned our own conſciences, 
but when of others alſo) ſuch as may ſuit and tcad 
to union as well as ſcarching out of truth , judging 
this to be as great and ulſctull an cnd of Sy 
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and Aſſemblies, as a —_— and cxa@ diſcuſſion of 
all ſorts of lefler diff:rences with binding Determs- 
nations of truth one way. 

And thus we have nakedly and with all fim- 
plicity rendred a clcare and true account of our 
wayesand ſpirits hitherto; Which we made choice 
ofnow at lirſt to make our (elves known by, rather 
then by a more exact and Scholaſtique relation of 
our judgements in the points of ditterence abour 
Church government , relerving that unto the more 
proper {ca{on and opportunity of this Aſſembly, and 
that liberty given by both Honourable Houles in 
matters of diſſent; or as neceſſity ſhall after require, 
ro a more publique way of ſtating and aſlerting ot 
them. Inthe meane time from this briete hilto- 
ricall relation of our practices,there may a true eſti- 
mate be taken of our opinions in diftcrence, which 
being inſtanced in, and ſet out by praRtices, is the 
moſt reall and leaſt collufive way, and carries its 
own evidence with it, All which we have taken 
the boldnes together with our {elves humbly to 
lay at the feet of your wiſdom and piety; Beſccching 
you to look upon us under no other Notion, or 
character ,then as thoſe,who if we cannot aſſume 
to have been no way furtherers ofthat reformation 
you intend, yet who have been no way hinderers 
thereof, or diſturbers of the publique peace, and 
who in our judgements abour the preſent work of 
this age,the reformation of worſhip and diſcipline, 
do differ as little from the Reformed Churches, 
and our Brethren, yea far leſſe,then they do from 
what themſelves were three yeers paſtor then the 
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genera)lity of this kingdom from it ſelf of late. 
And withall to confiderus as thoſe, who in thelc 
former times, tor many yeers ſuftered even to exile, 
tor whatthe kingdom it {clf now ſuffers in the en- 
deavour tocaſt out;and who intheſc preſent times, 
and fince the change of them, have endured (thar 
which toour ſpirits is no lefle grievous) the oppo- 
ſition and reproach of good men,cventothethreat- 
ning of another banuhmenr,and have beenthrough 
the grace of God upon us,the ſame men in both,in 
the midſt of theſe varictics ; And finally, as thoſe 
thar dopurſue no other intereſt ordeſignebut a ſub- 
ſiſtance (be it the pooreſt and meaneſt) in our own 
land (where we have and may do further ſervice,& 
which is our birth-right as we are men) with the 
enjoyment of the ordinances of Chriſt (which are 
our portion as we are Chriſtians) with the allow- 
ance of a latitude to {ome leſſer differences with 
peaceableneſle, as not knowing where elſe with 
ſafety, health, and livelyhood, to ſet our feet on 
carth. | 
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